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CHAPTER VIII.
MACKLIN  THE PLAYWRIGHT.
ALTHOUGH the education of Macklin was, as we have seen, somewhat neglected in his early youth, there is no reason to believe the stories that exist about his learning to read at the age of thirty-five. There is evidence that he was at a school for some considerable period. He himself has left notes of reminiscences about his schoolmaster, and we may take it that in his early years he at least learned how to read and write, if nothing more. Macklin, too, was not a man to sit down beneath adverse circumstances and indulge in indolent lamentations. There was a good deal of intellectual pride about the man, and, as he worked his way up in his chosen profession, we gather that he took advantage of the opportunities that presented themselves, reading any volumes of history, criticism, and poetry that fell in his way. An absolutely ignorant man, however limitless his self-conceit, would never have hit out the great Piazza scheme. But, on the other hand, this is just the kind of project one would expect, from a self-willed and self-educated man, who, knowing that he had made a wiser use of his spare moments than the men he associated with, and full of knowledge and conceit, burned to impart to the universe some crumbs of the information he had acquired with such difficulty, and to receive in return the homage due to a philosopher and a man of learning.